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1CATCHING THE WIND

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Atlantic coastline is at the epicenter of America’s energy and environmental challenges,

with state leaders currently facing critical decisions to meet the region’s growing energy

demands and protect our communities and wildlife from the impacts of climate change. The

cities, metropolitan areas, and sprawling suburbs that stretch along the East Coast have a

massive, pollution-free energy source ready to meet these challenges –– offshore wind. 
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SOURCE: Map: National Renewable Energy Laboratory (2012); U.S. Energy Information Administration electricity sales data (2014); U.S. Census Bureau population data (2011)

ATLANTIC OFFSHORE WIND POWER
A GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY TO BENEFIT OUR 

ENVIRONMENT AND STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMY

Along the Atlantic Coast lies a massive, world-class wind energy resource –– far offshore, yet

available to our major metropolitan areas –– offering an unmatched solution to the region’s energy

and environmental challenges. Harnessing just a fraction of this resource, estimated at over

1,300 gigawatts (GW) of electricity generation potential, would result in a fundamental

transformation in how and where this country produces energy –- decreasing our reliance on fossil

fuels, stabilizing energy prices, creating local good-paying jobs, enhancing our nation’s global

competitiveness, and helping protect wildlife and future generations from the dangerous impacts

of climate change.1

EAST COAST ENERGY GOLD MINE



5CATCHING THE WIND

1. Produce Clean Power Where 
and When We Need It Most

CLIMATE CHANGE, A
COASTAL HAZARD HERE
AND NOW 

ATLANTIC OFFSHORE WIND
POWER OFFERS A UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO: 
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2. Diversify Our Energy Portfolio:
Reducing Costs and Pollution

Electricity providers purchase power through hourly

auctions from the range of power plants available, selecting

the cheapest sources first before moving onto higher-cost

options. Once online, the primary driver of cost for a power

plant to produce electricity is fuel. Since wind projects pay

nothing for wind, grid operators prioritize this source over

power plants with greater fuel costs. As a result, wind

power displaces the least efficient and most expensive

power sources in our energy mix, decreasing the market

clearing price for electricity and creating significant cost

savings across the system. 

OFFSHORE WIND POWER:
Key Opportunity to Meet New
Federal Carbon Pollution Limits 

Fl
ic
kr
: N
ic
k 
H
um
ph
rie
s

How Does Price Suppression Work?



7CATCHING THE WIND

3. Provide an Environmentally
Responsible Energy Source 
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4. Spark Transformative
Economic Development
Opportunities
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OFFSHORE WIND POWER
IS A BOOMING GLOBAL
INDUSTRY
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Key signs of momentum include:

ATLANTIC OFFSHORE WIND 
DEVELOPMENT: CURRENT STATUS
Thanks to the leadership of the federal government, visionary state leaders, resolute wind industry

pioneers, and engaged stakeholders along the coast, America is finally on the cusp of reaching a new

clean energy frontier. With strong public support and recent progress by the U.S. Department of the

Interior’s Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) in designating significant areas of the Atlantic

Ocean for offshore wind power development, states now have the opportunity to tap this clean energy

resource at scale and bring thousands of megawatts of clean power online right where we need it. 

ESTIMATED GENERATION POTENTIAL OF
FEDERAL WIND ENERGY AREAS (MW)



CURRENT ATLANTIC OFFSHORE WIND PLANNING AND PROJECT AREAS

SOURCE: Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Office of Renewable Energy Programs, June 2014.
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GOAL RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY CARBON POLICIES INITIATIVES/ INVESTMENT FEDERAL ITC
SUPPORTERS*

STATE ACTIONS TO ADVANCE OFFSHORE WIND POWER
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FEDERAL LEASING STATUS STATE REGULATORY APPROVALS FOR
PERMITS/CONTRACTS

PROJECTS MOVING FORWARD
(LEASES/PERMITS & CONTRACTS SECURED)

PROGRESS ACHIEVED IN ADVANCING OFFSHORE WIND POWER
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ANALYSIS OF STATE ACTIONS 
TO ADVANCE ATLANTIC OFFSHORE WIND POWER

State governments have a critical role to play in driving the market for offshore wind power. It is

a pivotal moment in America’s pursuit of this new clean energy frontier, and increased state

leadership is essential to seize the opportunity of the progress made to date and finally launch

offshore wind power for America.   

LEADING THE WAY:

SIGNIFICANT MOMENTUM: 

KEY STEPS FORWARD:

INITIAL ACTIVITIES UNDERWAY:

STATES TO WATCH:



Leading the Way
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Significant Momentum

Key Steps Forward
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Initial Activities Underway

States to Watch



RECOMMENDATIONS
The immense vision and leadership of key state and federal leaders, committed industry players,

and engaged stakeholders has brought the U.S. closer than ever before to reaching the new clean

energy frontier of offshore wind power. While getting just one project into the water will serve as an

important national precedent, a pipeline of projects under development –– measured in thousands

of megawatts –– is needed to provide the long-term market certainty required to launch an

American offshore wind industry at scale that can reduce costs and deliver the environmental and

economic benefits already evident overseas. State leadership is essential to create the favorable

policy and political environment necessary to seize this opportunity and spur the responsible

development of offshore wind power off our shores. 
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09/2013_Carolinas_Wind_Study_Report_FINAL_redacted.pdf; State of North
Carolina. Report of the Governor’s Scientific Advisory Panel on Offshore
Energy. (Submitted to Gov. Bev Perdue on September 30, 2011)
http://www.energync.net/Portals/14/Documents/OffshoreEnergy/12-13-
2011%20Offshore%20Energy%20REPORT%20FINAL.pdf; Gov. Pat
McCrory’s letter of support to BOEM available at:
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=BOEM-2012-0088-0031;
For more information on the status of BOEM leasing activities in North
Carolina: http://www.boem.gov/state-activities-north-carolina/

52 South Carolina Energy Office. South Carolina’s Role in Wind Energy
Development, prepared in response to Act 318 of 2008; South Carolina
General Assembly, 120th Session, S. 757, Wind Energy Capabilities of South
Carolina. (Passed May 28, 2014)
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess120_2013-2014/bills/757.htm; For more
information on Clemson University’s Wind Turbine Testing Facility:
http://www.clemson.edu/facilities/energy-
awareness/projects/windturbine.html; For more information on the status of
BOEM leasing activities in South Carolina: http://www.boem.gov/State-
Activities-South-Carolina/

53 Georgia Institute of Technology and Southern Company. Southern Winds: A
Summary of Wind Power Generation Potential off the Georgia Coast. (2007)
http://www.southerncompany.com/what-doing/pdf/WindReport.pdf; For
more information on the status of BOEM leasing activities in Georgia:
http://www.boem.gov/State-Activities-Georgia/

54 Georgia Wind Working Group: http://www.gawwg.org/home.html; Georgia
Department of Natural Resources Coastal and Marine Portal update:
http://coastalgadnr.org/sites/uploads/crd/pdf/CAC/GCAMP_CAC.pdf

55 State of New Hampshire General Court. House Bill 1312, An act establishing
a committee to study offshore wind energy and the development of other
ocean power technology. (February 19, 2014)
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/legislation/2014/HB1312.html

56 For more information on the status of BOEM leasing activities in Florida:
http://www.boem.gov/State-Activities-Florida/ 

http://wind.jmu.edu/offshore/documents/Title%2067,%20Chapter%2012,%20Code%20of%20VA.pdf
http://docs.dos.ny.gov/communitieswaterfronts/ocean_docs/NYSDOS_Offshore_Atlantic_Ocean_Study.pdf
http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoomAPI/api/Attachments/Get/?path=12-30%2f112612dpuord.pdf
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