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People visit the Ozarls, located in Southern Missowni, to experience the
vigged terrain, see the towering limestone Buffs, and canoe in the erys-

tal clear, spring-fed sreams. The Ozarks are home to many spectacular
wateriays, and twa of the mast beautiful are the majestic Curvent River
and its major sributary Jacks Fork, According to Paleo-Indian artifacts
wunearthed in the area, humeans frest visited these rivers over 12,000 vears
agn. Hitmans continue to fmd the Crrrent and Jacks Fork rivers enchant-
mg—over 1.3 million peaple visited the rivers in 201 2 to explove the beauty

and nateral wonders along the rivers.

In 1964 Congress, recognizing the importance of presering these viver gems,
authorized the formation of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways (ONSR],
a national pavk containing the budl of the rivers and over 80,000 acres of
land. The national pavk, the first in America established in order to protect

a Tiver system, presevves a critically important avildlife habitat, maintams the

world-class spring system which makes the Crorent River the third-lergest
spring-fed viver in the United States, and provides year-vound opportunities
to experience some of the most beaueiful wilderness Missowr has to offer.

Visitors are draum to the park to fish, boat, swim, and canoe in either the
Crurrent or Jacks Forle River, to explore caves like Devil’s Well and Rowund
Spring Caverns, and to hike along the Ozark Trail. The wide array of
activities, along with the breathtaking views of the river valleys, allows
individuals to experience Missowri’s natire at its finest moments.
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The Ozark National Scenic Riverways is home to a range of
unique wildlite and landscape, As a whole, the park contains
more than 130 miles of river corridors and thousands of acres
of tarested hills and Hmestone blufts, providing countless areas
for familics to explore, Guests are encouraged to reconnect
with narure by staying in one of the several established
campgrounds offered by the National Park Service (NES),

who manages the park.

For those interested in the history of the park, NP5
interpreters hold evening programs where they share stories
of Ozark wildlife, history, and superstitions around a camphire,
Ozark Heritage Days, traditionally held in June of every vear,
offer school children and families the opportunity to glimpse
into traditional life along the river, with demenstrations on
crafts, music and culture.

Visitors more interested in the park’s natral charms can
participate in many outdoor activities including hiking,
horseback riding, canoeing or kayaking the Current and
Jacks Fork Rivers, tfloating, wildlife spotting or fishing,

For the nature enthusiast, the park offers several hiking
paths including interpretative and long rrails, The Slough
Interpretarive Trail explains the history of the park along
its route, spanning half a mile and the Pulltite Trail offers
informarion about Ozarks ecology throughout its 1.5
mile loop.  Serious backpackers should note thar the
park can be experienced via the Ozark Trail. This trail
extends from Saint Louis into Arkansas and is over 360
miles long, with an anticipared final length of 500 miles
when the trail is completed.
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Must see springs

Underneath your feet a body of water, called an aquifer,
lies deep below the surface. When aquifers reach open

air, they become the rivers, lakes, and streams we enjoy.

The Jacks Fork and Current Rivers are fed by hundreds
of “leaking” aquifers, or springs. Springs are the primary
source of water sustaining the rivers and tributaries
throughout the Ozark National Scenic Riverways.
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Big Spring

Located near Van Buren, Big Spring is
aptly named—discharging over 300
million gallons of warer cach day, the
spring is the second largest spring in
the United Stares and one of the largest
springs in the world! -

The drainage basin of Big Spring is
extensive, including much of the
northern areas of the Eleven Poinrs
River, Trs warer dissolves over 175 tons
of limestane a day, This "natural
filtration™ purifies the spring warer and
makes it emerge from the depths bright
Llue. Every second 470 cubic feet of
watet, chilled to 58 degrees, emerge
from the spring before flowing 1,000
feet to join the Current River, The
grounds are maintained by the Narional
Park Service and include a short, easy
trail thar circles the spring.

Blue Spring

Although owned by the Missouri De-
partment of Conservation, ONSE land
surrounds Blue Spring, locared 16 miles
east of Eminence, MO, off of Route 106,
Blue Spring is the 6 largest spring in the
United States, and every day 90 million
gallons of brilliant blue water bubble 1o
the surface (rom deep underground 1o join
the Current River.

Blue Spring, known by the Osage tribe as
*Spring of the Summer Sky” {or the star-
tlingly azure hue of is waters, is one of the
most extraordinarily beautiful places in the
park. During a visit in the spring, Missouri
wildilowers will accompany you along

your hike, and a visit in the Gall provides
photographic opportunities ro caprure the
flaming colors of aurommnal maples, oaks,
and poplars,

Round Spring

Bound Spring, one of the park’s mostvisited
fearures, contains a 55 foot deep spring
which produces 26 million gallons ol water
each day. One of Round Spring’s most disti-
nctive leatures is the varving color ol the
water. Typically, the water is a turquoise blue
color as a result ol dissolved limestone, but
the color can range from a deep blue to a
milk chocolate color depending on the
rainfall,

Though currently closed, Round Spring
Caverns is one of the more popular cave
systemns in the park, Park Rangers have
traditionally led a two hour lanterieit tour
so visitors can explore the natural beauty of
the cave as early pioneers did. While visiting
Bound Springs, keep an eve out for native
v like orters and wood ducks!
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Activities Bird Watching
be

The park is one of the most often visited natural places - [RARMEEES
in Missouri,with nearly 1.3 million visitors each vear. : E;‘: ::1:':5'1]"“] f:f:_l‘hrm'm“w i L_;mmmi‘_n_i
While the most popular activity is floating the rivers, egion, L~| acing ﬂu p .uL among
the park offers many more outdoor activities that allow
the public to re-<connect with nature and experience the
Ozarks, like bird watching, tishing, hiking, horseback
.. riding, visiting natural wonders and enjoying events

that showcase Ozarks history and tradition. W mld s K. e lu. Warbler

population, the park's prrwﬁ'r ;
,'f_-',lul.‘.l.-.lﬂv Lmportant habitar for birds.
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e : AT Lol o vear round rreat! While the Red-Tailed Hawk is
o T s i o a year-round resident, a winter hirdwatcher may
: e T A | - g be lucly h to catch a glimpse of the Yellow-
o g A g : ; Bellied Sapsucker or the graceful Bald Eagle.
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Semghinds are also abundant in the park,
ineluding the distinet Summer Tanager, The
male tanager has a distinet rose-red color
while the female has o combination of or-
ange and olive colors, Their song is similar
inn tone to the American Robin. The native
Wood Thrush is strikingly beauritul with

its cinnamon colored upper back and white
and brown spots on the breast. The Woed
Thrush has one of the most lovely songs of
all the Morth American birds. As Henry Da-
vid Thoreau described in his experience of
the Wood Thrush, “Whenever a man hears
it he is young, and Nature is in her spring.”

Botanical Beauty

An often overlooked activity in the park

is plant identilication. Many rare flowers
bloom within the park, and plants only
[ound in the Ozarks coosystem are abundant

throughout the ONSE,

The Showy Ladys-slipper is a rare member
of the orchid family. The fower is native 1w
Morth America and is quire rare due o slow

reproduction. The petals are brightly-colored
white and pink, and the plant itself can grow
up to two feet tall. The flower is mostly found
in wetlands and blossoms during the summer
meniths, The Rein Orehid, another rare spe-
cies found in the park, has stunming green-
yellow blooms. This species is only found in
tour other countries, and it is not found in
any other location within the Unired Stares.

Along with rare flowers, some species of
flowers are endemic to the Ozarks, meaning
they cannot be found anvwhere else in the
world. One flower, the Ozarks Wild Crocus,
has an array of colors including deep purples,
bright blues, and vibrant magentas. The
flowers can be seen (rom April 1o May, and
the stigma within the bloom produce sal-
from, a delicate and much sought-alier spice.
The roval catchlly is another specics only
found along and around the Current River.
This plant’s bright red color, only visible wo
butterllics in the color spectrum, makes it
quite unique. No shrinking violet, the royal
carchily can grow as high as five feer.




Onee upon a time the Current River
had upon its banks the largest sawmill
in the werld, as nondocal timbermen
descended on the area to denude the
hills and hollows of ald-growth forests,
After years of restoration by many
individuals, groups and government
agencies, trees have made a comehack
in the Ozarks, prevenring streambank
erosion and providing habitar for
native plants and animals, The park
is home to many trees characteristic of
Missourl, including white caks, castern
black walnurs, catalpas, persimmons,
and pawpaws,

Animal Antics

The ONSR is home to a variety of life,
terrestrial and aquaric. The Current
River has at least 18 species of fish, six
species of salamander, and 15 species of
aquatic insects.

The most unicque cricter found o the
patrk is the Ozark Hellbender, ane of

the largest salamanders in the world This
amphibian has a flatrened body, which
helps it move in fast-flowing warer, It can
live for up ro thirty vears and grow to be
two feet long, The Hellbender is an
important part of the river’s ccosyvstem
because the salamanders balance our the
crayfish population, They are alse a prime
indicator of water quality since they need
clear, pristine water to live, Unfortunately,
Hellbender populations have plummeted
over the years from fungal infestations,
degradarion of warer guality, and illegal pet
trading, The Ozarks Hellbender is an
endangered species, and researchers ar the
Saint Louis Zoo are hard ar work rebuilding
their population and habirar.

Another aquartic animal that you'll anly
find in the Ozarks is the Mizssouri saddled
darrer. Within the ONSE, the fish lives
downriver of Big Spring. The males are
birightly colored with a primary bluegreen
pattern and orange belly, while the females
are less colored. They are most active in the
spring and thrive in the clear spring-fed
waters af the Current River,

Wirh the vast aguartic life in the river, one
popular activity among visitors is fishing,
which is peemitred in the park along with
gigging to a certain extent,

Of course, there are many exciting animals
that live on the land surrounding the rivers
aswell. Thyou're quiet, keen eved and lucky,
you can spor castern collared lizards making
a comeback in many of the glades thar dor
the park, white tailed deer getting a drinlk
along a riverbank, or wild turkeys roosting
in the trees,

You might spot some of the 58 species of
mammals in the park, including otters,
muskrar, mink or beavers who live in and
near the rivers, Black bear and mountain
lion sightings are rare, but do happen.

An especially exciring wildlife development
is the 100 head elk herd that ranges
through parr of the park. Elk, originally
narive ta the area, had been hunred o
extinction, The herd was introduced in
2011 and has flourished over the past

fow vears.



Geology

The geology of the Ozarks is important for
ceological, historical, and acsthetic reasons.
Though the landscape looks like rmgged
mountaing, the Ozarks were originally a vast
limestane plarean, Cwer time, warer and
tectonic forces carved valleys, sinkhaoles and
caves into the plateau, creating the rugged
beauty that we know and love today,

The landscape around the park consists of
uplands, hills, and valleys ranging from
abour 500 teer to 1500 feer in height, This
karst region was formed when surface warer
croded warersoluble limestone and
dolomite rock o torm sinkholes and caves.

The Ozarks’ geology is dominated by
limestone and dolomite, which disselved to
create Missouri's large springs, including Big,
Alley, and Blue Springs,




Karsr gealogy has been critically important
tos humans throughour history, Eardy ho-
mans vsed caves to live in, bury their dead,
and store food. Humans have settled around
clean, abundant sources of water for tens of
thousands of years, and much of our drinking
rater comes from spring-fed sources after the
subterranean limestone flters and purifies the
water. Due to the ceol, damp environment,
caves were used for food storage for items like
potatoes, cheese, and wine. Further north of
the Ozarks similar caves were largely respon-
sible for bringing German brew masters to the
state during the 1800s 1o be used {or storage.

Within the park, the geological processes
have created truly wondrous landscapes, with
towering limestone bluiis overlooking the
river and strange spires of up-thrust granite
and rhyolite jutting out rom ereded hills,

Although there are many caves in the patk,
they are currently closed to the public e
pratect bats from a disease called white nose
syncrome, a highly-communicable fungus
based disease which has killed over five
million bats across the United Stares,

Drought to Narth America from European
cave explorers, white nose syndrome kills
hibernaring bats by causing them o "wake
up” too often during hibernarion, leading
them to starve to death. Scientists estimare
that 2.4 million pounds of insects will go
uneaten as a result of the large number of
bat deaths, leading to more problems for
crops and more mosquite bites for humans,
Since the fungus is easily spread from cave
to cave via clothing, the NPS has closed
almaost all of the caves within the park,

I oever, vou can still ger a glimpse of the
subterranean heauty of the Ozarks by
visiting the viewing plarform at Devil’s Well,



Devil’s Well

Dyewil’s Well cortainly sounds like a fear-
some place, but it is actually one of the most
awe-inspiring examples of karst topography
in the state. Undernearh Dewvil’s Well lies an
coormous underrground lake, containing
22 million gallons of rain and groundwater
fileered through the surrounding limestone.
The lake irself is B0 feer deep, and the
surface of the water lies 100 feet below a
vaulred cavern,

At some point in the past, a portion of the
cavern ceiling collapsed leaving a “skylight”
into this subterranean lake. First explored in
1954 by Bob Wallace, who was lowered inro
the cavern by his brother with a steel cable
attached to a plank, the surface of the
underground lake is larger than a football
field, Dewil’s Well ultimarely drains inte the
Current River through Cave Spring, and
many important subterranean critters like
the Southern Missouri Cave Fish call the
lake home,

Modern explorers can more safely
experience Devil's Well via a shorr walk 1o

the "mouth” ol the cave where they can
descend a staircase to a viewing platform
inside the cave. More adventurous tvpes can
“follow the low™ along a somewhat strenuous
4 Gomile surlace trail to Cave Springs and our
to the banks of the Current River,

Hiking

Whether vou're a weekend warrior or a
seasoned backpacker, the park ofters a
variety of trails to suit all tastes, The trails
range from casual, interpretive trails and
short day hikes ro longer treks not for the
faint of heart (or sore of foot),

The interpretive trails are best for those
looking for a short trail and a history lesson,
The Slough Trail, located near Big Spring,
is a half a mile long trail thar explains the
listory of the Big Spring arca along the way,

The Alley Overlook Trail is a phenomenal
shaort trail that guides hikers to an overlook
above Alley Spring. Beginning ar the Powder
Mill campground, the Blue Spring Trail is a
short hike that ends ar the Blue Spring.
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Blue Spring is over 300 Tect deep,
making it one of the deepest springs in
the United Srares,

The longest trail the in the park isa
segment of the Ozark Trail. The trail
extends [rom Sainr Louis luto Arkansas
and is an excellent way to see the Ozarks.
The trail’s longest continuous section is
from Choondaga Cave State Park o e
Eleven Point River, a distance of 225
miles, Plans for the trail began in the
19705 wlhen Missouri prepared a
recreation plan showing a need for an
additional 5004900 miles of hiking rrails.
Construction [or the rrail ollicially began
in 1981, and by 1991 over 200 miles of
the trail had been completed. Within the
park, you can lnd several miles of e
Current River section of the trail, which
is considered by many ro be the most
seenic hike in Missoui thanks o the
breathtaking vistas of the river.

Canoeing

The Current River and tlie Jacks Fork
River are class [ and class [l waters,
making them ideal for family canoeing.
A cluss [ river requires no skill and does
not require maneuvering. A class [l river
is classified as having some rocks, drops,
atud lvolves sote maneuvering, but ooly
basic paddling skill is necessary.

The park boasts well over o huodred miles
of beautitul gently flowing water, making
canoeing popular among visitors. The
average canocing speed s abour three
miles an hour, although one can certainly
paddle much faster or stop often to
prolong the trip. Several local outliteers
offer services from equipment rental to
guides and transportation for canoeists on
the river. Most offer a variery of trips
ranging from short one-day trips, such as
tloating down the 11 miles from Pulltire
to Round S[:r[m_,r. rer lungrr lwu—dw; trips
like the run from Powder Mill all the way

to Big Spring, a 31 mile reip that cods
near the landing in Van Buren. For the
truly adventurous, another available float
starts at Baptist Camp and ends 144
miles later, taking 8 to 9 davs and
spanning most of the Current River,

The Jacks Fork River contains more
class 11 waters than the Current River,
ollering a slightdy bumpicer ride. The
river is 45 miles long and the first 25
miles, from Prongs to Bay Creek, run
througl a slua-ing a geologieal leature
similar to a canyon. Though the Jacks
Fork is spring-ted, the river can be
dilficulr or impossible ro Toat during the
summer months. Local outfitters offer
one day floats of the Jacks Fork that run
[rom & to 18 miles, and longer two day
trips where visitors have the option to
campr on river berween access '|_.'-'O'i1'IT5 or
at cstallishied campsites.
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After a proposal to dam the Current River, state
and local elected officials joined conservation
groups and citizens from across Missouri in
demanding protections for the river, and in
1964 Congress established the park to protect
our river heritage. The NPS has done much to
protect the rivers and restore the surrounding

lands, but many threats persist.
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[ early 2011 the environmental organization |
American Rivers listed the Current River as
one of the rop ten most endangered rivers in
the country, due mainly to the increased
Presece {'.I'I— 10T 0T Vl’].'iil'.].ﬁ‘!- I-'ll'i{l 'I.Il'il.'.('.ll“'l'('ill{"?{l
use of horses in the park. In 1984, abour 20
years after the establishment of the park, there
were 13 developed river access points and
public campgrounds. Now, there are many
more access points, many of which are illegal or
unauthorized. The gratuitous access points
have allowed vehicles to degrade gravel bars,
release large amounts of sediment into the river,
{:IPHIT{T!F t‘iv&ﬂmnk&, Hlld mAar I.)('.I‘TI'I. rl":'ldiri{“'li-ll
use and quiet enjoyment of the river.

Alomg with illegal access points, unregulated
horse use poses one of the greatest threats to
the rivers. While there are four official horse
rrﬂilﬁ TIIHT COVET A T{Tr'.,ll {'.I‘f 211 ll'lil{"fﬁ, T].'H"frf:‘ are
an estimated addirional 250 miles of
unauthorized horse trails and as many as 80
crossing points for horses in the park.




The excessive nuimber of river crossings
|-{'|-T ll[]T‘S["‘H ".'ﬂ]'ITr'il}llTi"S Tiy Hl}l]{'ﬁrlllill I["‘\"F‘lﬂ
of E. coli in the rivers, resulting in warer
quality degradarion. In 1998, eight miles
ol the river were included on Missouri's
list of impaired water due to fecal
pollution. According o data trom the
Missouri Department of Natural
Resources Water Protection Program,
the E. coli level increased fivetold in the
Jacks Fork River between 2002 and 2009
These levels have been linked to the
increase in the amount of horse waste

in the water.

Threats to the Current and Jacks Fork
Rivers also threaten the animals living in
the river, such as the endangered Ozark
Hellbender, Found in abundance during
the 19705 and 19805, the population of
the Hellbender has significantly declined
over the past twenty vears. [n the past
ten VEATS Hlﬂ'?l'li"‘1 l|.'|.{"‘ Ht"l“:]t"l]{']{"‘r
population plummeted by 7T0% and

currently only 590 remain in the wild,
II.EI.I.I}EHC].EL’S- dE]JE"Ild [RIN] C].E'ﬂl'.l.,, !C].f_"ﬂl' I'LVE'I
water to survive, along with consistent
].1."'-"1.'.].5 L}rll}(}'gﬂli-’ H‘llll]{‘l":ll.lll'(:-,, ':Ili{] witer
flow. Due to careless use along the rivers
the waters have suffered from increased
siltation, impoundments of low, and
water quality degradartion.

Tlllf d':l[ll':lgt'. | L8] 1"[".: Ii"-rl':l's ].LH..‘* ".:':l.llﬁi‘[l
S0111E 'L'.lﬂ'p"._]].ﬂtiﬂns ﬂi: t].'if,‘ I If‘llbelldf‘[ o
disappear entirely and caused athers o
lﬂifll}llllf j..‘i".?].ﬂ“‘[l, lllllﬁ LpesTe "-rll].'l.ll'.l":ll:ll.".:
to threats such as poaching, disease, and
predation, The increased siltation of the
waler E"I‘J.‘{]lﬂlr.:ﬁ |:].11.L CEES L]r I].Lt'. H‘.‘u]{"].l{]‘
er and reduces the oxygen levels needed
T Sllrviv{“, Tl'l.f" 'i'l'l'll_'l-l:'l-ul'.ldu'lfj'lrﬁr o7
barricrs on the rivers, modify the Labitat
b"_"' ﬂltﬂliﬂg 1:].1'{:,l warer teu'lpf‘fﬂt'._]fe EI.L'.I.'E]
isolating populations of Hellbenders so
tliat sUparate pn;:npulal'u:nus A
prIEﬂl‘.ﬁh Eﬂk:l.'.l. ﬂt].'L'El'.
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~ How to get involved

Public support helped create the Ozark National
Scenic Riverways and many other national parks,
and is continues to help the National Park Service
provide excellent management of the Current and
Jacks Fork Rivers.

There are many different ways to get involved:

Help the planning process for the park—rthe NFS is
currently fmali f=

park for the n LT 5. Tou can learn more about
the plan at heepsfiwww.nps.oom parkmgmi/planning.hrm.

Ger involved through cirizen advocacy for the park with

Environment Missouri ar hrrpe/fenvironmen tmissouri.org.

Meet the seaft and learn about park evenrs by
‘v'[:\'“[l]]__[ TII'."" ]:'.IHTI'T. ]'l{"l-"‘ii]_lil-'l'l'h"]'ﬁ, ]I:'IL'HTI."'":{ (R0
Watercress Drive in Van Buren, MO.

itiful rivers
using this guide.

You can be a responsible user of the park by
following park rules and following “leave no trace”

guidelines.



